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Burnt Cape cinquefoil
Potentilla usticapensis

To assess new damage to the important
botanical sites, the town’s deputy mayor, lan
Martin, obtained a key to the chain’s lock and
lead us to the newly disturbed sites. In addition
to Mr. Martin, | was accompanied by my friends
from Gros Morne, Anne Marceau and Michael
Burzynski; Noah Smith, a resident of Raleigh;
Dr. George Beatty, a retired botanist from
Pennsylvania who had spent many
summers on Burnt Island with his late wife;
and his assistant, Maggie Harnum.

On the way up the road, we saw a bulldozer
pushing peat over a previous quarry pit. As we
drove past, | noticed several small plants in the
gravel that looked live mustards. | got out of
the van for a closer look - sure enough, they
were Fernald’s rockcress (Braya fernaldii).
This was one of only three confirmed locations
in Newfoundland where this endemic plant still
grows - and the bulldozer was burying the
entire site with peat! | went over to the
bulldozer operator and said he would
have to stop what he was doing, since this
was a very rare plant. | was ready for a
real argument, but he said “Are you the
lady that knows about the plants?” | said, “I
guess that would be me.” Then he said Mines

alpine milk-vetch
Astragalus alpinus var. alpinus

and Energy told him they had to listen to me
about matters of “reclamation.” So | said,
“Good, you can leave”, which he did.

We continued on to the newly disturbed sites
to assess the damage. Approximately 4 acres of
new ground had been excavated in two new
areas. The first was on the top of the cliff, high
above the scree slope where Mr. Evans was
supposed to restrict his activity. This quarry,
more than twice as deep as the height of our
van, was actually two connected pits (photo, pg.
12). The site overlooked a breathtaking view of
Pistolet Bay, dotted by numerous icebergs,
Cook’s Harbour, and the Labrador coast. The
pit was surrounded by purple and white-
mountain saxifrages, (Saxifraga oppositifolia
and Saxifraga paniculata (=S. aizodn var.
neogaea), the very rare foliose oxytrope
(Oxytropis foliolosa) and the endemic Burnt
Cape cinquefoil (Potentilla usticapensis). The
white mountain-saxifrage is an eastern Arctic
calciphile with disjunct populations in more
southerly Arctic-like or alpine areas, such as
the tip of the Northern Peninsula and the
highest mountain tops of New England. Along
the cliff edge, this attractive species forms
extensive mats, many of which could be seen
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Arctic bladderpod
Lesquerella arctica

overturned or buried under newly excavated
gravel. Recently uprooted vegetation mats of
several rare species lined the boundary of the
quarry. Once uprighted, still-blooming stalks
on these dying plants would spring back,
evidence of their very recent disturbance. This
is the site at which George Beatty says he saw
hundreds of dwarf hawk’s-beard (Crepis nana)
growing about |5 years ago. We found none
there now.

The second new quarry, also two
connected pits, was on the eastern edge
of the island (photo, pg. 9), amongst plants of
the rare dwarf hawk’s-beard (Crepis nana)
and alpine milk-vetch (Astragalus alpinus var.
alpinus). As reported previously, the only
known location in insular Newfoundland for
the dwarf hawk’s-beard is Burnt Cape. The
alpine milk-vetch is found at only one other
location in Newfoundland - Quirpon Island,
near L’Anse aux Meadows. Nearby, we located
several other rare plants, including the small
round-leaved orchid (Amerorchis rotundifolia),
the Newfoundland orchid (Pseudorchis
albida), the flat-petalled yellow lady’s-
slipper (Cypripedium calceolus var. planipetalum),
and the Arctic bladderpod (Lesquerella arctica
=L purshii).

Broken Promises and Semantic Arguments

Obviously, the gravel quarrier did not heed
government’s orders not to disturb new
ground. We documented the new disturbance
and returned to Raleigh to try and find out what
could be done to prevent more habitat
destruction. As per our instructions from the
ADM, we went to the local RCMP, who said
they were “tipped off’ we were coming
Curious... They said it was Mines’ responsibility
to monitor quarry activity and they would
do nothing. | tried calling the ADM for
Mines, but, due to poor weather, he, the
Deputy Minister, and the Minister were
stuck somewhere in Labrador on their way
to the Torngat Mts. National Park site. So,
| talked to the Director of Mineral Lands, Ken
Andrews, who is in charge of quarry
activities and regulations. He smugly said
that the words “new areas” in the Minister’s
statement “Mr. Evans has been instructed not to
disturb any new areas..” were open to
interpretation.  His interpretation seemed
to be that any place on Burnt Island was
fair game, regardless of rare species.
After a lengthy discussion, he said he
could do nothing to stop the quarry
activities and that no one, neither resident
nor tourist, would be allowed to use the
road without Mr Evan’s permission to
unlock the chain across the road. Furthermore,
when the quarry permit expired, the road
would be ditched to prevent further access to
the site, for the safety of the public, of course.
He did say that he would send a quarry
inspector to the site to make sure everything
was O.K.

We had heard rumors from several sources
that, despite our agreement with the Minister,
the Mineral Lands Division would do whatever
they could to prevent Burnt Island from
becoming a reserve and hoped that if
enough damage was done to the site, maybe we
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(Salix reticulata, S. vestita, and S. glauca = S.
cordifolia), mountain avens (Dryas integrifolia),
and red bearberry (Arctostaphylos rubra). |
was surprised to find both Crantz’s
cinquefoil (Potentilla crantzii), which has 5
leaflets, green on both surfaces, and the snowy
cinquefoil (Potentilla nivea), its 3 leaflets
carpeted beneath with snowy white hairs.
There was also a profusion of low, purple-
flowered dwarf raspberry or plumboy (Rubus
arcticus ssp. acaulis) scattered in the crowberry
mats, along with one very tiny early
coralroot orchid (Coralorrhiza trifida). In the
far reaches of the ravine, we discovered a rare
sweet cicely (Osmorhiza depauperata), never
before reported from Burnt Island! While our
previous days on the cape had been mauzy and
cold, this day was glorious. We relaxed on the
crowberry carpets and swapped plant hunting
stories as we scanned the horizon. The sun
shone bright, making the gleaming white
icebergs stand out even more against the bright
blue north Atlantic. We wished the day could
continue forever, but it was getting late and we
said our goodbyes, disappointed that we had
been unable to find the elusive Calypso.

The Search for Calypso and Other Memories

George Beatty and Maggie had left two day’s
earlier. George seriously injured two ribs due
to a fall off The Arches, and thus had to cut his
trip short. Before leaving, however, he insisted
on leading us to asite in Cook’s Harbour where
we found many fairy slipper orchids (Calypso
bulbosa) 15 years prior. Sure enough, there
they were, right where George said they would
be - tucked in under the juniper (Juniperus
communis) - close to the shoreline, but
sheltered from winter sea ice by a large
boulder. However, we still hadn’t found
the population of Calypso that was
rediscovered by Paul Martin Brown last
year. Anne, Michael, and | decided to

fairy slipper orchid
Calypso bulbosa

make one final stop at an unexplored ravine.
Noah had taken Christina and Reta back to
their car, but had seen us turn off the main
road. After a few minutes of searching, we
were about to give up when | spied a glint of
bright pink under a stunted larch. A closer look
revealed our first fairy slipper, beautifully
backlit by the setting sun. As Anne walked
closer, we spotted several more flowers and
were all soon busy photographing and counting
plants (17 flowering plants, over 60 basal
leaves). Since this orchid was too rare to
collect a specimen for drawing purposes,
| set to work sketching in the field.
Meanwhile, Michael returned with Noah
and his wife, Bernette, who invited us to
their home for supper at the end of the
day. Over the last few days, we had eaten
several wonderful meals at Taylor’s B&B
owned by Bernette’s parents, Ross and
Vida Taylor, so we anticipated another
great meal, and it was.

We drove back to Rocky Harbour late that
night, promising to return and explore the base
of the cliff and the lone peatland deposit at the
south end of the island. On Thursday, | called
the ADM for Mines, who had now returned
from Labrador. After explaining the situation,
he agreed that the access road would remain
unbarred. He did not know about the new
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disturbance, but nothing could be done to
rectify the situation after the fact. | went on to
meet the Wildflower Society group and my
family at Terra Nova, oblivious to the
confrontations that would soon take place at
Raleigh and Burnt Island.

When we returned in mid August, Ross and
Vida Taylor filled us in on the activities of the
past weeks. Although Gilbert Evans had been
ordered to leave the road unbarred, he
refused. This was causing worry for the
community, since much of their extra revenue
comes from tourism. Burnt island is a prime
spot for whale watching, iceberg viewing, and
nature photography. With the road barred,
tourists were turned back and sent to other
communities to spend their day. Ross Taylor,
as a Bed & Breakfast owner, wrote letters to 3
or 4 ministers and received replies stating that
Gilbert Evans had to remove his barriers.
When he continuously refused, someone cut
off the metal posts holding up the chain.
Gilbert then placed a big boulder in the road
path, which was removed by several men from
the community. When he tried to block the
road again with more boulders, a confrontation
between Gilbert, the front end loader
operator, and much of the community ensued.
A rock was thrown, breaking the window of
the front end loader, but no one was hurt. The
RCMP were called and after seeing the letters
ordering Gilbert to leave the road unbarred, he
was ordered to comply. His quarry equipment
was moved, for its own protection, off the site.

Later, when we returned to the quarry site that
Rod Mercer had marked off, we were not
surprised to see that the flagged markers had
been bulldozed off of their boundary positions
into a heap at the edge of the vegetation. So
much for respecting quarry regulations! Having
checked out the quarry pits, we proceeded to
explore other areas of the island. Noah and

Bernette Smith led us to a sheltered cove at the
north end of the island where local residents go
for a boil-up. Following an old sheep path back
along the crest of the cliff, | noticed the large
quantity of seagull droppings and feathers on
the ground. Apparently, when the capelin came
in, the whales and seagulls followed in great
numbers. For a few days there must have been
much competition between bird and human for
the best vantage points. | revisited the ravine
at the cliff base and after much searching,
discovered a small population of our native
variety of cuckoo flower (Cardamine pratensis
ssp. angustifolia) and some birdseye pearlwort
(Sagina procumbens), both new reports for
Burnt Island. Meanwhile Michael and Anne
returned along the coast, stopping to explore
the cannonholes area (a series of round holes in
the limestone terraces formed by waves
pounding against small stones caught in ever
widening depressions). Later they reported
finding a clump of buttercups with linear leaves,
which turned out to be spearwort (Ranunculus
flammula), another new species for the cape!

The last area we wanted to explore on this trip
was the island’s lone bog. There are no streams
on the island, thus no source of fresh
water, other than runoff. Noah gave me a
lift to the cliff above the bog and returned
to Raleigh. As | looked over the edge, the
vegetation below seemed so dense and tall, |
thought | would not be seen my Michael and
Anne when they arrived. | backtracked a good
distance, descended the cliff where | would be
more visible, and started hiking toward the bog.
By the time | reached the first hummocks,
Michael and Anne were picking their way down
the cliff through the trees, which were not
nearly as tall as they appeared from above. The
bog was very disappointing - very typical of
nutrient-poor peatlands throughout Newfound-
land. Dwarf ericaceous shrubs, bakeapple
(Rubus chamaemorus), and the common rusty
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brown peatmoss (Sphagnum fuscum)
dominated the area. @ There were no
unpredictable herbs here. The ephemeral
pools were littered with feathers and the
sedges heavily grazed by the hundred of seagulls
that had occupied the island when the whales
and capelin were in. We decided to hike
farther south and climb back to the car via a less
steep route. This leg of our journey proved to
be one of the most interesting. In contrast to
the limestone barrens of the northern and
eastern portions of the cape, the southwestern
corner of Burnt Island was thickly vegetated
with trees and shrubs. Some of our more
interesting finds were tall balsam poplar
(Populus balsamea), swamp thistle (Cirsium
muticum), fruiting sweet coltsfoot (Petasites
palmatus), and the woodland variety of pink
pyrola (Pyrola asarifolia). As we scrambled back
onto the top of the cliff we found a lone purple
flower of rhodora (Rhododendron canadense),
still blooming in mid August. On the way back
to Gros Morne, we noticed the road out of
Raleigh was lined with many robust, |-2 meter
tall blue lettuce (Lactuca biennis) and an
occasional bright yellow mustard, which
proved to be escaped (or can | say feral)
rutabaga (Brassica napobrassica)!

My last visit of the year to Burnt Island took
place right after the quarry permit expired on
August 25th, | wanted to check out the site and
photographically document its condition so
that we would be aware of any further
disturbance or quarry activity. This time, | was
able to bring Bill and our children along.
Unfortunately, the weekend turned out to be
very cold and wet, so our most memorable
moments were spent visiting with the Taylor
family. Vida had prepared a fabulous going
home meal for us, complete with roast, pease
pudding, blackberry (crowberry) pudding,
turnip (rutabaga), turnip greens, potatoes, and
lemon cake for dessert (I hope | didn’t forget

squashberry
Viburum edule

sweet coltsfoot
Petasites palmatus
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anything). As usual, breakfast consisted of an
ample supply of eggs and bacon or sausage,
juice, tea, buttered toast, and the most
wonderful selection of homemade jams,
including squashberry (Viburnum edule),
partridgeberry (Vaccinium vitis-idaea) and
bakeapple (Rubus chamaemorus). My son,
Shawn, was most impressed with Vida's
bakapple jam, so she gave him a container of her
prized jam when we left, which he savored for
many weeks.

The Northern Peninsula’s Ecotourism Potential

Back in St. John’s, we made plans for our move
to Ontario and tried to finish up last minute
business. | talked to WERAC about the
situation at Burnt Island and just before we
moved, had meetings with Susan Sherk, the
ADM for Tourism and the Hon. Dr. Rex
Gibbons, Minister of Natural Resources. At my
meeting with Ms. Sherk, | stressed the tourism
potential of the area. Following our first few
days in Raleigh, botanists from across North
America, who had either heard about this
intriguing botanical site, word of mouth, or
were referred there by the staff at various
hotels or B&Bs, continued to visit the cape.
Burnt Island is just one of many interesting
places on the Northern Peninsula, which is
truely a botanist’s paradise. Although it is our
favored site and the site most in need of formal
protection, the entire coastal limestone
barrens on the Northern Peninsula are in
danger of being destroyed. Why! Because of
careless gravel quarrying Sure, gravel is
needed for road construction and driveways,
but what is the cost of limestone gravel in
northern Newfoundland!? Is it the extirpation
of all Newfoundland’s rare and endemic plants?
Is it sacrificing the potential ecotourism
industry that would otherwise surely develop
on the Northern Peninsulal It shouldn’t be. If
gravel is in such demand, the contactors should

be willing to pay the price to have a regional
gravel crusher constructed in a non-coastal
site. The gravels that are now so attractive to
quarriers are the result of natural in situ
weathering, which means they have no work to
do - simply scoop up the gravel and truck it
away. [f the vegetation gets in the way, it is
either bulldozed or burned off. During my talk
with Dr. Gibbons, | explained that we would
like to see a moratorium on gravel quarrying
placed on the whole coastal strip of the Great
Northern Peninsula, between the highway and
the Straits. These limestone barrens are unique
in the world, and with the adjacent scenery, are
the backbone of a future ecotourism industry
on the Northern Peninsula. As the Division of
Mineral Lands is fully aware, there are many
limestone areas on the interior side of the
coastal road where crusher operations could
be located. What is needed isa commitment by
government to put the needs of all resources in
perspective, not just the gravel suppliers’.

If the Burnt Cape quarry site had been
inspected regularly, why wasn’t the discrepancy
between the actual and permitted quarry site
noted? Part of the problem is the quarry
regulations. In applying for a quarry permit, the
operator places an X on the map where he
plans to work. Once a permit is granted, if he
finds the site not suitable, the operator simply
moves somewhere else to dig without
amending his permit. While this practice is all
too common, | doubt it is legal. | don't know if
proposed quarry locations are regularly sent to
other resource agencies for input, but the
present environmental screening of sites is
woefully inadequate. As we’ve seen on Burnt
Island, moving 200 meters away can cause
major conflicts with rare species populations.
Obviously the regulations need tightening. It
should be mandatory that all sites be located by
GPS coordinates and adequately assessed for
resource conflicts.






